June 8, 1999

pleased and proud to recognize the achieve-
ments of this couple who have made a dif-
ference in the lives of thousands. Dr. Ortiz de-
serves our deepest gratitude and the nation’s
recognition. | ask my colleagues in Congress
to join with me in saluting and honoring, Dr.
Augusto Ortiz and his wife Martha Ortiz.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO ROBERT M.
“BOB” ROSE

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that Robert M. “Bob” Rose was
honored with the honorary degree of Doctor of
Humanities during the 1999 academic con-
vocation at Missouri Valley College on Sun-
day, May 16, 1999.

Mr. Rose is a graduate of Marshall High
School in Marshall, Missouri. He also earned
a degree from the U.S. Military Academy in
West Point, N.Y., a Master of Arts degree in
English Literature from the University of Penn-
sylvania, a Master of Arts degree in Inter-
national Affairs from The George Washington
University and is a graduate of both the U.S.
Army Command and General Staff College at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and the U.S. Army
War College at Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

In 1949, Mr. Rose was commissioned as a
Second Lieutenant and he remained a com-
missioned officer in the U.S. Army until 1971.
His overseas service included Germany from
1950 to 1953, Korea from 1960 to 1961, an-
other tour in Germany from 1965 to 1967 and
Vietnam from 1967 to 1968. His service time
in the United States was divided among Fort
Knox, Ky., Fort Meade, Md., Washington,
D.C., and various service schools.

Key positions held by Rose while in the U.S.
Army included instructor and assistant pro-
fessor of English at the U.S. Military Academy
in West Point from 1956 to 1959, commander
of combat units from platoon to division sup-
port command in Vietnam and staff officer
from battalion to Department of Army head-
quarters (Pentagon). Rose was promoted to
colonel in 1968 and he retired from military
service on February 1, 1971.

As a civilian, Rose was the managing part-
ner of Rose and Buckner Store on the east
side of the Marshall square. Bob was the third
generation of the Rose family in this position.
The store closed upon his retirement. Other
local business and civic offices held by Rose
include being past president and board mem-
ber of the Marshall Rotary Club, serving on
the board of directors of Wood and Huston
Bank in Marshall, serving on the board of di-
rectors of Wood and Huston Bancorporation
Inc. in Marshall and acting as past chairman
of the board for Corwin Corporation in Kansas
City.

Rose was also a board trustee of Ridge
Park Cemetery Association in Marshall, a
board member of the Missouri River Chapter
of the American Red Cross, executive board
member of the Great Rivers Council of Boy
Scouts of America, past chairman of the Mis-
souri Valley College Board of Trustees and a
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member of various military, veteran and civic
organizations.

Rose in an active member of First United
Methodist Church in Marshall. He and his wife
Betty are the parents of one son.

Mr. Speaker, | know the Members of the
House will join me in congratulating Robert M.
“Bob” Rose for his honorary degree of Doctor
of Humanities, and for his lifelong service to
his community and to his country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present for the vote on final passage of H.R.
1915, Jennifer's Law or Grants to the States
to Improve the Reporting of Unidentified and
Missing Persons. If | had been present | would
have voted “aye”.

————

TRIBUTE TO D. MAE JOHNSON, W.
RAY JOHNSON, MYSER JAMES
KEELS, PASTOR CHESTER RIG-
GINS, AND JAMES E. WALTON

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to D. Mae Johnson, W.
Ray Johnson, Myser James Keels, Pastor
Chester Riggins, and James E. Walton, Ph.D.,
for being selected the 1999 Portraits of Suc-
cess program Honorees by KSEE 24 and
Companies that Care. In celebration of Afri-
can-American History Month, these five lead-
ers were honored for their unique contributions
to the betterment of their community.

D. Mae Johnson was a teacher in Fresno
and Oakland for twenty years; during this time
she also obtained a master's degree in both
Counseling and Guidance from California
State University, Fresno (CSUF) and Adminis-
tration from Pepperdine University. For the
past 20 years she has been executive director
of Quality Group Homes one of the Central
Valley’s largest providers of residential treat-
ment care for adolescents and children. Mrs.
Johnson is involved with many professional,
church and community organizations, including
being a lifetime member of the NAACP. In
1997, she helped found the Fresno chapter of
Links Inc., a nonprofit humanitarian organiza-
tion that provides support services to enrich
the quality of life through cultural, civic and
educational activities. Inspired by her niece’s
long struggle with Sickle Cell Disease, she
worked with Fresno Links and St. Agnes Hos-
pital, to bring to Fresno, the only Sickle Cell
Anemia program in the Valley.

W. Ray Johnson has been a dedicated pub-
lic servant for three decades. He is the Direc-
tor of Community Resources for the City of
Fresno. He reports to the City Manager, and
works closely with the Mayor and City Council
members. He was formerly the Fresno Deputy
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City Manager and Director of Human Re-
sources. One of his proudest accomplish-
ments was his role in establishing a facility for
the African-American Museum for which he
has helped to secure almost half-a-million dol-
lars in funding over the years. He is currently
instrumental in setting up the African-American
Multi-Service Center as a one-stop facility to
work with youth and gang members. Mr. John-
son has served on many boards and commis-
sions, including two terms as vice president of
the NAACP. His many awards include State of
California Black Women Organized for Political
Action, Man of the Year award, United Black
Men Community Service award, California
State Assembly Civic Involvement award, and
the California State Senate Outstanding Com-
munity Contribution award.

Myser James Keels has long given himself
to benefit the Fresno community. For 27
years, he was a groundsman with the Fresno
County Parks and Recreation Department until
has retirement in 1995. Along with park up-
keep and worker supervision, he also provided
supervision of adult and youth offender pro-
grams. He gave ten years to the County of
Fresno Social Security Board, eight to the
County Human Services Advisory Board, and
two to the Equal Opportunities Commission.
Mr. Keels also served on the Conservation
Corps Commission Community at Large Revi-
talization Board, Southwest Edison Planning
Committee, Fresno Neighborhood Alliance, as
a deacon for St. Joseph’s Baptist Church,
president of the Black Political Council, presi-
dent of the Coalition for Cooperative Develop-
ment & Community Development Corporation,
treasurer of King of Kings Center Board of Di-
rectors, vice chairperson of Westside Fellow-
ship and board member of Central California
Legal Services. Honors and awards have
come from these entities and many more in-
cluding a special Certificate of Appreciation for
11 years of assisting alcoholics in their recov-
ery.
r>I13astor Chester Riggins has served the St.
Rest Missionary Baptist Church since 1950 as
a Sunday School teacher, Baptist training
union instructor, church clerk, financial sec-
retary, deacon, chairman of the Deacon Board
and chairman of the Church Pulpit Committee.
For many years he was a mail carrier for the
Postal Services, but resigned in 1979 to serve
the church full time. Pastor Riggins’ activities
outside the church have included being the
temporary chairman for organizing the Fresno
Model Cities Program, member and officer of
the West Fresno Interdenominational Min-
isters’ Alliance, charter member of the Fresno
Police Program, member of the Concerned
Citizens for Quality Education, secretary-treas-
urer of the Home Mission Board of the Cali-
fornia State Convention and 1st Vice Moder-
ator Emeritus of the St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Association.

Dr. James E. Walton, Ph.D., has been
teaching since 1967 and has been a professor
of English at CSUF since 1990. He previously
taught at Mt. Union College for 20 years and
was an exchange professor in Osaka, Japan
in 1988. Dr. Walton served as a member of
Search Committees at CSUF for the Dean of
Education, Human Relations Director and vice
president and has been a member of the
Committee on Academic Policies and the
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